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On Saturday May 30 (1-4 pm), Spy Pond Park will host its annual day of fun (rain date 
May 31).  A true extravaganza, this year’s Spy Pond Fun Day will celebrate all that Spy 
Pond and its public park have to offer. No matter your age, there’s something for 
everyone. Enjoy music from the lawn as you ferry to Elizabeth Island (leaving from the 
boat ramp throughout the afternoon).  
 

 

Music	  Schedule:	  	  
	  

	   1:00-‐1:45	  Creek	  River	  String	  Band	  
	  –Energetic	  mix	  of	  bluegrass,	  
country,	  folk,	  blues	  &	  rock	  

	  
	   2:00-‐2:45	  Lokensgard	  Brass	  Quintet	  
	  –	  Dixieland,	  pop,	  patriotic,	  classical	  	  

	  
	   3:00-‐3:45	  Whisper	  Knot	  	  
–Violin-‐piano	  duo	  playing	  original	  
compositions	  

	   

 

 
 
Laura	  Tracey	  and	  her	  tuba	  will	  make	  music	  with	  the	  
Lokensgard	  Brass	  Quintet	  at	  this	  year’s	  Spy	  Pond	  
Fun	  Day.	  –Photo	  by	  Fred	  Moses	  

 
On Elizabeth Island, an Arlington Land Trust guide will discuss the natural history of the 
island while conducting tours to the marsh, high meadow, and a muskrat nest. 
 

 
Ann	  LeRoyer,	  Arlington	  Land	  Trust,	  and	  a	  friend	  greeted	  arrivals	  at	  Elizabeth	  Island	  on	  Spy	  Pond	  last	  year.	  
	  –Photo	  by	  Mithilesh	  Sharma	  



 
Back on the mainland, head out to explore the currents, wildlife, and shoreline of the 
pond, this time paddling a kayak or canoe from the boat ramp or North Beach (courtesy 
of Still River Outfitters and Arlington Parks and Recreation; bring water shoes). Similar 
boats may be rented on weekends June 13-August 23 from Arlington Parks and 
Recreation.  
 
Wandering further down the park path … 
 
Nature lovers, stop at the Rain Garden (between Pond Lane and the entrance to the 
playground) to learn about recycling and watershed management (DPW). Check out the 
MyRWA booth (on the lawn) and perform dissolved oxygen and water clarity tests of 
water quality, using a Secchi disk. Mass Audubon Habitat (Belmont) will also provide 
nature activities. 
 
For colorful fun, stop at the Art Spot to have your face painted or create your own art at 
easels with a view of the pond. See what you look like as a fish! Peek through holes in a 
fish-family portrait board then snap a group selfie. Toss beanbags in “corn holes” for 
more family fun.  
 

 

 

 

 
Ilan	  and	  Audrey	  Benson	  created	  nature	  paintings	  
at	  Fun	  Day	  in	  Spy	  Pond	  Park	  last	  Fall.	  	  
	  –Photo	  by	  Erin	  Freeburger.	  

A	  fish-‐family,	  peek-‐through	  portrait	  board	  will	  be	  
available	  for	  family	  portraits	  courtesy	  of	  MyRWA	  
–Photo	  by	  Karen	  Grossman	  

 
The Game Tables at picnic tables near the playground will host crafts and exploration 
games for all ages, provided by Friends of Spy Pond Park. Toddlers can join in a leaf 
hunt with their parents. Older children can complete a paper puzzle containing tips for 
caring for the park then scour the park for clues in the Spy Pond History Scavenger Hunt. 
Kids completing a puzzle or hunt will win a prize!  
 
Continuing further along the path, keep your eyes peeled for a larger-than-life fish and 
full-sized wooly mammoth! These sculptural wonders appeared in Spy Pond Park earlier 
this month along with other temporary works of art as part of Elements: Art Rocks Spy 
Pond. Stroll along the walkway to view the other installations in this exhibit. 
 



For the ultimate boating experience, help row the 60-foot shell leaving from North 
Beach, a launch site accessible via wheelchair-friendly ramp. Four rowers plus four brave 
souls will propel the rowing shell across Spy Pond every 45 minutes. Between 1:15 pm 
and 3:45 pm, kids become birch bark boat-builders and launch their craft when the crew 
shell is not in port. As 4 o’clock nears, children can join a parade in line behind the shell 
as the hardy crew team carries it back to Pond Lane for the night, tucking it safely behind 
its fence. 
 
For more information: www.friendsofspypondpark.org or contact Brad Barber (781-646-1744). 
 
A coalition of sponsors has made this day possible: 
 

!Friends	  of	  Spy	  Pond	  Park	  !Spy	  Pond	  Committee	  of	  Vision	  2020	  !Arlington	  Land	  Trust	  
!Arlington/Belmont	  Crew	  Team	  !Arlington	  Parks	  &	  Recreation	  !Still	  River	  Outfitters	  
!Mystic	  River	  Watershed	  Assoc.	  (MyRWA)	  !Arlington	  Department	  of	  Public	  Works	  	  
!Mass	  Audubon	  Habitat,	  Belmont	  !Arlington	  Public	  Art	  !Arlington	  Center	  for	  the	  Arts	  
!Massachusetts	  and	  Arlington	  Cultural	  Councils	  
 
Special thanks to event organizers Brad Barber (Spy Pond Committee) and Karen 
Grossman (Friends of Spy Pond Park), coordinator of volunteers & children’s activities 
Betsy Leondar-Wright, and music coordinator Mark Sandman.



 


